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The Importance of Animal Cruelty & Their
Link to Family Violence
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REPORT AMIHAL _A.EUSE.STOP DOMESTIC ABUSE. CALL %

* "The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be
judged by the way its animals are treated.” Mahatma
Gandhi

< "Think occasionally of the suffering of which you spare
yourself the sight.” Albert Schweitzer

« "All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good
man do nothing " Edmund Burke

QOutdated Excuses for Behavior
-DUI - “It's only a joyride.”
-Domestic Violence — “It's

only a family matter.”

-Animal Cruelty — “It's only an
animal, boys will be boys.”
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- Animals can be
abused and neglectin
many different ways.

- The motivation or
reason for the crime
may be different for
each suspect.

- How was the animal
killed or injured?

- How did the animal
suffer will be important
to your investigation.
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What is “The LINK?"
Is there a link between:

violance o animals and wiolenca o peop'a?

Do researchers see a link? Gramestic Fialpmey

Child Abusa | Ehder Abysa

The LINK: It's all in the Family!

Families = adults, children and pels
70% + of LS Househo'ds with children have pets. isssw

Vetwrrw i Mechcel Assocwiion. 2007)

Pats are In§3% of U. 5. households
{Fhe Amancen Pat Procucts Asecowion Suresy, publisted n Pat Age, 83

Having a pet is asscciated with more chances
for social interaction
oo, Gl Carn. & Dubsary, 008




The LINK: Studies do show a
relationship.
| Do abusers threaten pets?
{Ascions, YWeber & Yood, 1097}

2 Does animal abuse & family viclence occur in the same
homa? peiney Dcket & Lickwood, 1080)

3 Do the abused become abusers?
{Ascione, 2008)
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The LINK: Experts see co-occurrence.

+ Co-occummence: occur together

- Correlation: occur togetharin a way net

- Co~occur is not the same as prediction.
Patwrson-Karw, P, 2000)
+ Research shows corralation, but does not

- Caution in our assumptions, not In our

axpeciad on the basis of chance

yet show causation,

lection of viclims and resaarch and
raatment for parpatrators

|

The LINK: Recent study sees “red flag”.

2008 study: survey of 860 college students
1 et ey 2 el o Fardy Vil Joumel of Fasparacnl Vitance, Decke & Diss

« 80% of those who witnessed or perpatrated animal abuse also
exparianced family viclanca.

- 30% of family violence victims experienced animal cruelty.
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The LINK: Animal Cruelty Statistics

+ 71% of abused women report that their batterers have
threatened to hurt/kill their pets and have done so

- 32% of battered women with children repori that their
children have hurt or killed pets.

25%-48% of battered women delay leaving an abusive
situation for fear of what will happen o her pet if left
behind
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L= The Link Between Animal Abuse /7 S
" And Domestic Violence
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The LINK: Animal Cruelty Statistics

- 40% of battered women report that they have
been forced to participate in sexual acls with
animals as parl of their domestic terrorization

- 48% of rapists have committed acts of animal
cruelty as children or adolescents

- 30% of child molesters have committed acts of
animal cruelty as children or adolescents




The LINK: Animal Cruelty Statistics

- 15% of all rapists also rape animals

-80% of homes in which animal control
agencies found abused/neglected pets there
had been previous Investigations by child
welfare agencies of physical abuse and
neglect.

AN ESTIMATID (‘ A o

1 MILLION Q“{

ANIMALS ARE FL =
RACH YEAR IN CONNECTION WITH || | Tk

@ OF DOMESTIC
71% VIOLENCE VICTIMS
REPORT THAT THEIR ARUSER
ﬁ ALSO TARGETED

THEIR PET.
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FBl and UCR

- Uniform Crime Report

- Previously grouped in "All other offenses”

- FB! now mandating that animal cruelty be
reported

- Now Group A offense: category that
includes crimes of serious nature including
arson, burglary, kidnapping and homicide

- Data collection will begin 2016 and will be
available the following year
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Animal Abuse Power Wheel;

Why Do Batterers Abuse Animals?

To exercise power and control

To perpetuate the context of terror

To further isolate their victims

« To force famiy o keep vialence a secre!

- To retaliate for Acts of independence

« To pravent victim from leaving or punish her for leaving

Why Do Batterers Abuse Animals?

Because animal abuse may be minimized, carry few
penalties or be socially sanctioned

To express human aggression through an animal

Displacement of hostiity from a person o an animal

To enhance aggrassiveness

To shock people for amusement

To retaliate against and animal

To control an animal
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Forms in the context of Family Violence
- Batterer kills a pet to punish the family

- Batterer threatens to kill 2 pet to secure silence for sexual
abuse

- Children kill pats to rehearse their own suicide

- Chiidren kill before a dominant adult can do so

- Individuals torturas an animal as gang initiation ntes or to
gain status from peers

Forms in the context of Family Violence

- Batterers force partners to angage in sex with
family pet

+ Children creats a fiercely loyal bond with an
animal and escape to an imaginary world where
the abuser cannot hurt them

+ Adult victims of domestic violence prolong leaving
an abusive relationship due to the fear of harm to
the family pet

Prosecution of Animal Cruelty English
Law

- Jeremy Bentham, barrister, one of first to address
animals in the legal system.

« Footnote to "Introduction to the Principles of Morals
and Legislation” (1781)

-Argued that the capacity for suffering
is what gives a being the right to legal
consideration.

-“The question is not, Can they reason?
Nor, Can they talk? But Can they
suffer?




Prosecution of Animal Cruelty Predictor

-“It has long been accepted among professionals
who must assess dangerous populations that the
best predictor of future behavior is past behavior
and a past history of violence is the single most
impaoriant predictor of future viclence... Violence
against animals is violence and when it is present
itis ... synonymous with a history of violence.”
FBI Supervisory Special Agent Alan C. Branlley
at a Congressional Brisfing, May 13, 1998
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Froéecution 6f Animal Cruelty
Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals

FAMOUS ANI

T oiR
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THE LINK BETWEEN ANMAL CRULLTY AND HUMAK YIOLENCE 13 tH21SPUTIBLE

Prosecution of Animal Cruelty
ial Killers and Abuse of Animals

H1L tiolmes, aka Herman Mudgett,
considered (0 be Amenica’s first serial
killer. He was responsible for killing as
many as 50 women in the 1890's

As a child he reporiedly attacked animals
in the woods and dissected them while
they were still alive He was execuied in
1896
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Prosecution of Animal Cruelty
Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals

- On January 29,1978, Brenda
Spencer opaned fire with a rifle
on a school In San Diego,
Injuring sight children and killing
the school principal and
custodian. Her explanation was
“Idon't like Mondays.. this
cheers up my day.”

A3 a younger child she
reportedly enjoyed satling fire to
the tails of dogs and cats

e s e TR a7 e drag
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Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals
Theodore Robert “Ted™ Bundy, was one
of the most notorious murderers in US

history. A sarial kifler, rapist, and

necrophlliac, Bundy murdered scores of

¥ a Evidence linked Bundy to graves “filled
{P Bwith animal bones.”
e

_Serialﬂl_(ilslers and Abuse of Animals

Dahmer, an American serial
killer, murdered and raped 163
men and boys between 1978
and 1991. His murders were
particularly gruesome,
invalving acts of necrophiiia,
dismemberment and
cannibalism.

As a teenager he kept dogs
and cats impaled on sticks and
| | stakes to trees. He preserved
» 11 animal skeletons in a backyard
331! shed.
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Prosecution of Animal Cruelty

Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals
i Bomn Richard David Falco, the
“Son of Sam”, confessed to
killing thirteen people and
wounding several others In
New York City in the late
1970s. Berkowitz shot the
neighbor's Labrador Retrlever
"Harvey"” In 1976. He claimed
Harvey was a "demon dog"”,
and that it barked out orders,
telling him to murder young
women (later found untrue).
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Prosecution of Animal Cruetty
Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals

April 1999/Littleton, Colo. Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold shot to death 12 fellow students and a
teacher and injured more than 20 others. Both
teens had reportedly boasted about mutilating
animals.

- May 1998/Springfield, Ore. Kip Kinkel, 15, killed
his parents and opened fire in his high school
cafeteria, kihlm? two and injuring 22 others. He
had a history of animal abuse and torture, having
boasted about blowing up a cow and killing cats,
chipmunks, and squirrels by putting lit
firecrackers in their mouths.

Prosecution of Animal Cruelty
Senal Killers and Abuse of Animals
- March 1998/Jlonesboro, Ark. Mitchell Johnson,

13, and Andrew Golden, 11, pulled their school's
fire alarm and then shot and killed four
classmates and a teacher. Golden reportedly
used to shoot dogs “all the time with a .22."
December 1997/ West Paducah, Ky. Michael
Carneal, 14, shot and killed three students during
a school prayer meeting. Carneal had been heard
talking about throwing a cat into a bonfire.

10



Prosecution of Animal Cruelty

Sernial Kiflers and Abuse of Animals
+ October 1997/Pear. Miss. Luke Woodham, 16, shot and
killed two of his classmales and injured seven others after

stabhing his mather to death, Woodham's
journal revealed that, in a moment
of “true beauty,” he and a friend
had beaten, burned, and tortured
his own dog, Sparkie, to death.
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Prosecution of Animal Crueity
Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals

- i3
"All this did is spawn in me the urge to kill again. I began to think
of what it would be like to kill 2 human being. The thought
stayed with me for years, until one night It happened. I killed a
woman by beating her almost to death and finished her off by
strangulation. No longer did 1 search for animals to mistreat. 1
now locked for people to kill. And 1did. 1killed over and aver
until I was caught. New I'm paying for It with the rest of my life
behind bars. We should stop the cruelty to anything before it
develops into a bigger problem, like me.”

serial klier Keith Jesperson

- - ——r—

Prosecution of Animal Cruelty
Serial Killers and Abuse of Animals

+ Encl St convicled of
murder sl age 13 In the
1993 kiling ol'lrwm‘lr-
old neighbor. The vich
had been choked, struck
repeatadiy on tha head and
sodomized with a stick

- Smith wat his
bed until aga 11 chokad a
neighbors cat to death st B,

{ ] firm in the

11



Prosecution of Animal Cruelty Cases

-Important in and of themselves
However, also important because of
the link

-Also due to recanting of DV victims
Can prevent crimes against humans or

lead to discovery of crimes against
humans
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Challenges . . .

- Successful prosecution often requires specialized
knowledge:

- Relevant laws (state and local and federal)
-Veterinary medicine

- Veterinary forensics

-Animal care

- Practices used in crimes against animals such
as dog fighting and cockfighting

.. . and More Challenges

Judges
- Officers
Other prosecutors
- Defense attorneys
The law itself: animal = toaster
. .. yet public outcry

Community standards for what is
reasonable care changing yet...

12
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Examples of “The LINK"

-JabR. G.

P

- 811 call (PLAY)
- L MR15000004560 911 232240 {Redacted) wav

- AR 09 wav
+ Almost kilied dog

- Choked to point of defecation

- Black eyes, bruises and lacerations to victim

13
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- DOV 31812015
+ 3/21/15: no longer wishes to prosecute
VIS

- Lethality assessment

6/14/2017
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Another Example

14
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Additional Layers -
How Misdemeanor Can Become A Felony
-James Holmes

- Psychiatrist

16
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Other issues —
Child Neglect

- Melissa Chamblee
Animal and child naglact
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- Ayear prior . . .
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SOLUTIONS
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What is being done to address “The LINK?”

- Creative Charging

- Education/Prevention

- Legistation/Enforcement
« Advocacy

- Treatment

20



Creative Charging

- Case Examples
+ Fraud Schemes
Dairy Farm case, addingin human victims
- Dangerous charging
- Theft
« Unlawful discharge of a firearm
+ Disorderly Conduct
+ Gang Allegation

6/14/2017
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Creative Charging

- AR.5 § 13-3601%; "Domestic violence™ means any act that
Is a8 dangerous crime against children as defined in
section 13-705 or an offense prescribed in section 13-
1102, 13-1103, 13-1104, 13-1105, 13121, 13-1202, 13-
1203, 13-1204, 13-1302, 13-1303, 13-1304, 13-1406, 13-
1425, 13-1502, 13-1503, 13-3504, 13-1602 or 13-2810,
section 13-2904, subsection A, paragraph 1, 2, 3or §,
section 13-2310, subsection A, paragraph 8 or 9, section
13-2915, subsection A, paragraph 3 or section 13-25916,
13-2921. 13-2921.01, 13-2923, 13-3018, 13-3601.02 or
13-3623, if any of the following applies:

Sentencing Memorandums - Educate

- Important opportunity 1o impact the case judge and
the rest of the bench

+ File a5 gary as possible
- Examples provided in your materials — disclaimer

21



Tools — Order of Protection

A.R.S. § 13-3602 (G)(7): Grant the petitioner the exclusive
care, custody or conirol of any anima! that is owned,
possessed, leased, kept or held by the petitioner, the
respendent or a minor child residing in the residence or
household of the petitioner or the respondent, and order
the respondeant to stay away from the animal and forbid
the respondent from taking. transferring, encumbering,
concealing, committing an act of cruelty or neglect in
violation of section 13-2910 or otherwise disposing of the
animal

6/14/2017

Team Approach

-Standardization of
Investigator/Prosecutor “Team”...

-Interagency Protocol, with clearly
defined roles and responsibilities

-Task forces: ACT and APACT

This SOP can then be used to train
LEOs Managers and Commanders,
and most importantly ..."Rank and
File”

Animal Cruelty crimes MUST be taken
seriously

+Animal Crimes May be “Precursor
Crimes”

-Not all animal abusers become mass
murderers but some do!

22



Tools - Lethality Assessment
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Arizona Legislation

6/14/2017

National Solutions

Policy changes in law and practice: sww, smes zoe
* Humane education

s
vanced degrea at undengraduate/graduate levels, ie
uman-animal studias, animal law,

- increased research: assessing and prevention.
« Antl-animal abuse laws: 47 states have felony laws.

+ Sacond antion rams {or idenified at-fisk h:
Eﬁbﬁer?%%' 5. Forget M Mot Fa s“grgoﬂe iy e
l.eammq, ect Char'_cl;o. agic Human i
niervenion Program Green Chimney Chidren’s Residential
Treatment Program.

- Tertlary prevention programs for identified at-risk youth

{Continued)

National Solutions

Policy changes (omirued)

- Networking of community stakeholders {Link groups)
+ Creating *safe havens” for domestic viclence victims'
animals,
« Collaborate to protect victims AZ law update
- Cross-reporting and cross-iraining.
« Sojourner and Lost Qur Home
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National Solutions

Policy changes wontinued)
Mandated counseling for animal abusers - 27 states.

Phimraea, 2009)
Treatment models for parpelrators
Ani-Care Model of Treatment for Animal Abusers

by & Rarcier 1909)
Children & Animals Together Assessment & Diversion

Program
W‘E?mlm
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An_i.mal I-Guse_ Regi‘stry
NEW YORK

Suffols County, NY Creating Nation's First Public Databass Tracking Animal Crusity

Offenders. By FRANK ELTMAN. Posted 10143010, Hutngsan Pow
NY. —mmwaumuumsmummmn-m
from siriking again. Now thara's & Lw crasted in the hopa of preventing animal

abusers from inficting more crueity ~ or mirving on o human viclima. Sufiol Counm
i the sastern haif of Long island, moved to create the nation's frst animsl abuse
registry this week, requiring people convictad of cruslty o snimals to regisier of tace
|l Bme and fines

bu1 will ba open &z e public, 1o that pet cwnari of the mersly wtbu-un
find out whather someons living near them Is on it Soms animal abusers hine bee
Encam (o sisal theds nalghbors’ pets.
Coapar ls alsa pushing leglslation Mwucb.lnmounlnmhwlmn buying
o adopting a pat from & shaiter, p.llbop
The law was

by
Md-hh-nwmnu:uﬂdlﬂdnhemumm-ﬂhbﬂmmm
kittens and dotens of dogs, then burying the pets in het bachysrd

Animal Abuse Registry

Tennessea
Cook County

26



e T e o S A =S |

Point of View

-Education, enforcement, awareness

-First victim of domestic violence
may be the animals in the
household

-Victimization prevention may begin

with competent animal cruelty
investigation

6/14/2017

Resources

« Join the National Link Coalition and sign up for their free
newsletter www nationallinkcoalition. org

« Juvenile & Family Justice, TODAY, A Publication of the
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges,
Spring 2010

{lgwionline.ora/lsi fautffil I -
| m AV i ing2010-
4 - nt-

« Understanding The Link between Violence to Animals and
Paople; A Guidebook for Criminal Justice Professionals
Allie Phillips, J.D.
bl dindaa om/pdiTha¥a0link52OMonograph-2014, odf
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QOur Role

- Take charge!l!
- Take it seriously and take on the rolel!!!

- Review ralevant animal cruelty and agricultural
laws and definitions in your jurisdiction

- Identify resources on this connection in your
community (humane agents, animal control officers,
veterinary professionals, social service agencies)

- Require therapeutic evaluations and interventions

- Be receptive to outreach from animal protection
professionals/Prevention Program

- Create or support cruelty taskforce

27
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The Best Resources

Casey Mundell, mundalic@meag mari oy
Samantha Caplinger, caphingsi@meas maricopa.gov
Alison Ferante, g=on ferrantie @ mesaaz gov
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